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i | Saint Nikephoros the Leper (January 4th)

it | Father Nikephoros (Niképhoros - Nicholas Tzanakakis in the world) was born in
1890 in a mountainous village in Khania, in Sikari, Kastanohori to the west of the
prefecture with a healthy climate, with beautiful forests, rich waters, gorges and
caves. This village has a peculiarity that we do not often encounter: it is divided in-
to eleven neighborhoods, which have also been named after the families who first
settled there. So Saint Nikephoros was born in the neighborhood of Kostoyianides.

His parents were simple and pious villagers, who died when he was still a
young child, leaving him as an orphan. So, at the age of thirteen, he left his home.
| His grandfather, who had undertaken to raise him, went to Khania to work there in a

barber shop in order to learn the job. Then he showed the first signs of Hansen’s
disease, i.e. leprosy. The lepers were isolated on the island of Spinalonga because leprosy was a conta-
gious disease and it was treated with fear and dismay. Nicholas was sixteen years old when signs of the
disease began to become more conspicuous, so he left on a boat to Egypt in order to avoid being confined
to Spinalonga. He remained in Alexandria, working in a barber shop again, but the signs of the disease be-
came more and more apparent, especially on his hands and face. That is why, through the intervention of a
cleric, he went to Chios, where there was a church for lepers at that time, and the priest was Father Anthi-
mos Vagianos, later Saint Anthimos (February 15). Nicholas arrived in Chios in 1914 at the age of twenty
-four. In the leper hospital of Chios, which was a complex with many homesteads, there was a chapel of
Saint Lazarus, where the wonderworking icon of Panagia Ypakoel (Feb. 2) was kept. In this space, the
course of virtues was opened for Nicholas. Within two years Saint Anthimos considered him ready for the
angelic Schema and tonsured him with the name Nikephoros. The disease progressed and evolved in the
absence of suitable drugs, causing many large lesions (a drug was found in 1947).

Father Nikephoros lived with unquestioning, genuine obedience to his Spiritual Father, and with
austere fasting, working in the gardens. He also recorded the miracles of Saint Anthimos, which he had
witnessed with his own eyes (many of these were related to the deliverance of those possessed by de-
mons). There was a special spiritual relationship between Saint Anthimos and the monk Nikephoros, who
always remained close to him, as Father Theoklitos Dionysiatis writes in his book Saint Anthimos of Chi-
os. Father Nikephoros prayed at night for hours on end making countless metanias, he did not quarrel with
anyone, nor injure anyone's heart, and he was the master chanter of the temple. Because of his illness,
however, he slowly lost his sight, and so he chanted the troparia and the Epistles from memory.

The Chios leprosarium was closed in 1957 and the remaining patients, together with Father Ni-
kephoros, were sent to Saint Barbara’s home for lepers in Athens, in Aigaleo. At that time, Father Nikeph-
oros was about 67 years old. His members and his eyes were completely altered and distorted by the dis-
ease. There, Father Eumenios also lived there at the home for lepers. He also suffered from Hansen’s dis-
ease, but with the medication he received, he was completely cured. However, he decided to remain in the
home for lepers for the rest of his life near his fellow sufferers, caring for them with much love. Thus he
submitted to Father Nikephoros, to whom the Lord had given many gifts as a reward for his patience. A
crowd of people gathered in the humble cell of the leper Nikephoros, in Saint Barbara in Aigaleo to obtain
his prayers. Here are some testimonies of those who met him: “While he was prostrate with wounds and
pains, he did not complain, but he showed great patience.” “He had the charisma of consoling those who
were sad. His eyes were permanently irritated, and he had limited sight. He also had stiffness in his hands
and paralysis in his lower limbs. Nonetheless, he endured all of this in the sweetest, meek, smiling, de-
lightful way, and he was also pleasant and lovable.” “His face, which was eaten away by the marks of his
illness, and his wounds, shone. It was a joy for those who saw this destitute and seemingly feeble man
saying, May His holy name be glorified.” Father Nikephoros reposed on January 4, 1964 at the age of 74.
After three years, his holy relics were exhumed and found to be fragrant. Father Eumenios and other be-
lievers reported many cases where miracles occurred by calling on Saint Nikephoros to intercede with
God.
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The life of Saint Nikephoros was a brilliant example and model for everyone. He was pleasing to
God because he had endured so much. For this reason, we have many testimonies that our saint received
from the Holy Spirit the gift of discernment as and a host of other charisms. We should note that most of
the miracles are recorded, and today the saint gives generous help to anyone in need. Surely there will be
many more miracles which not have not yet been made manifest.
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O Lord, save your people and bless your inher-
itance.
Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God.

St. Paul's Second Letter to Timothy 4:5-8
TIMOTHY, my son, always be steady, en-
dure suffering, do the work of an evange-
list, fulfil your ministry. For I am already on
the point of being sacrificed; the time of my
departure has come. I have fought the good
tight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, will award to me on
that Day, and not only to me but also to all

who have loved his appearing.
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The Gospel According
to Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in
the prophets, 'Behold, I send my messenger
before your face, who shall prepare your
way; the voice of one crying in the wilder-
ness: prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight.' John was baptizing in the
wilderness, preaching a baptism of repent-
ance for the forgiveness of sins. And there
went out to him all the country of Judea,
and all the people of Jerusalem; and they
were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. Now John was
clothed with camel's hair, and had a leather
girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and
wild honey. And he preached, saying,
"After me comes he who is mightier than I,
the thong of whose sandals I am not wor-
thy to stoop down and untie. I have bap-
tized you with water; but he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit."
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Tel: (718) 767-2955 — www.holycrossgreekchurch.com
ITPOTPAMMA IEPQN AKOAOYO®IQN NEOY ETOYXL kat OEODPANEIQN 2024
SCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES FOR NEW YEAR and THEOPHANY 2024
Kvgiakr, 31 Aekeppoiov 2023- Sunday, December 31, 2023
META THXY XPIXTOY TENNHXEQY - SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
Oopbpoc xat Oeirx Aettovgyia 8:00-11:00 7r. . ‘ Orthros & Divine Liturgy 8:00-11:00 a.m.
Agvtéga, 1 Iavovagiov 2024- Monday, January 1, 2024
H KATA >APKA ITEPITOMH TOY KYPIOY HMOQN IH>XOY XPIXTOY

MNHMH TOY EN ATTOIX ITATPOX HMQN BAXIAEIOY TOY METAAOY
THE CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD & FEAST OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT

Op0poc kat Tavnyvouwr] el Aertovpyia Op0poc xat IMavnyvowr) Oeia Aertovpyia
tov MeyaAov Baowkeiov 8:00-11:00 7. tov MeyaAov Baoweiov 8:00-11:00 7.
IIé¢pmn, 4 lavovagiov 2024-Thursday, January 4th, 2024
Nunpdpov tov Aempod-Nikephoros the Leper
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Op0Opoc kat Ocia Aettovgyia 8:00-10:00 7. | Orthros & Divine Liturgy 8:00-10:00 a.m.
INagaokevr), 5 Iavovapiov 2024- Friday, January 5, 2024

MeydAar Qoat twv Oeopaveiwv Great Hours of Theophany

Eomeguvog Ociax Asttovgyia tov M. Baoeiov & Vespers Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil &

MeyaAog Ayaouog 8:00-11:00 7t.pu. Great Blessing of the Waters 8:00-11:00 a.m.

Lapparto, 6 Iavovagiov 2024- Saturday, January 6, 2024
TA ATTA OEO®ANEIA TOY KYPIOY KAI ©EOY KAI ZQTHPOX HMQN IHEOY XPIZTOY
HOLY THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

Op0poc, Ocela Asttovoyia & Orthros, Divine Liturgy &

AxoAovOia tov M. Ayiaouov 8:00-11:30 .. Great Blessing of the Waters 8:00-11:30 a.m.
TeAem Katddvoic tov Tiplov Xtavpov Blessing of the Waters at

oto motdpt (The Pier on Boulevard in Malba) 12:00u.p. | the Pier on Boulevard in Malba 12:00 p.m.

Kvgiakr, 7 Iavovagiov 2024- Sunday, January 7, 2024
2vwa&c Ayiov lwdvvov tov 11podpduov - Synaxis Of Saint John The Baptist
Op0poc kat Oela Aettovgyia 8:00-11:00 7. ‘ Orthros & Divine Liturgy 8:00-11:00 a.m.
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il Teoovs Naovg 11 AkoAovBia Tov MeydAov Ayiaopot twv @copaveiwy
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» | covotTag pag oo (718)767-2955.

HOUSE BLESSINGS

Every year on the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord the service of the

Great Blessing of the waters takes place in our Orthodox Churches. Following the feast of

Epiphany it is customary for the priest to visit and bless the homes of the faithful that re-

quest it. If you would like for your home to blessed after January 6th with the Holy Water
from the feast of Epiphany, please contact the church office 718-767-2955.




MEMORIALS—MNHMO2YNA
31 AEKEMBPIOY, 2023
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+ Mavayiwtng Mixag, 40ruepo
+ Aptepioia Newpyiou, 40Quepo
+ 20@ia MNavvikou, évag xpovog

Please inform the church office at least one week
in advance for memorial services and koliva.

2.0C TTAPOKAAOUME va KAVETE EyKAIPA TIC TTAPAYYEAIEC 0AC YA TA
KOAAUBQ TOUAGXIOTOV pia EBOOUAdA VWPITEPA YIA VO UTTOPOUNE VO OAG
ECUTTNPETOUUE PE TOV KAAUTEPO duvaTO TPOTTO.
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‘Ocog [Momp NUGV
Nikneopog, «atd KOGUOV
NwkdAaog TCovaxdxng,
gyevvnom 010 YOPLO

Xnpwapt 100 Nopod Xaviov
Kpnme. Zé moAhd pukpm
nAio otepribnke kai To¥C
2 500 yoveig tov. ‘Otav &yve
JeKOTPIOV £TMV, O TATTOVG TOL TOV ECTENE VA
gpyooti] o &va kovpelo otd Xovid. ‘Ocot OV
yvopilav, v dyamodoav, meldn NTav TATEWVO]
Kol mTpaog, TpdOLHOC Kal EPyaTiKOG, eVYEVIKOC Kol
yhvkopiintoc.

‘O Oocog Momp Mudv Nukneodpog, 6 Aylog tdv
Aenpdv. Onwg 6 Oedc 10D glye Opicel Eva mOAD
dvuckoro kai 6dvvNpo BN, To dpyloe ToTE, Ué
™V EUEAVIOT TAV TPATOV CNUAOIBDY THG VOGOL
00 Xdavoev, T yvootig Aénpag. Té vé unv tov
avtiAneBodv ol Apyés koi tOv Kleloovv oTO
dvudpo vnot ti¢ Zmivardykag, o€ MAKIo HOAG
dekagsl €tdv &puye Yy v AAledvopelo Thg
Atybdmrov.

‘Exel yvopiomke pé myv davBodoa toTE
EAMvikr,  mopowkic kol  pé  Apyepelg  Ttod
[Motprapyikod Opodvov kai &ywve mwOAD ypryopo
ayonntog o€ OAovc. Metd and Alya xpovia, moh té
onuéd thg voésov &ywvav moAD Eueavt), Empeme
Kol amd €xkel va @Oyn. N& mwon, Ouwmg, mov;
Kavévav 6év yvopile xoai movbevd. Tote Evag
‘Entickomoc, moh 0 NikodAaog tod Eumotehonke 16
TPOPANUA ToV, TOV EoTtelhe oTOV [épovta "AvOuo,
Oput) kol mvevpoatikd the T M. Tlavayiog
Bonbeiog omv Xio «kai Epnuépo Tod Ekel
AoPBoxopeiov. Metd tpia ypdvia 6 NikOAoog Ekapn
povayoc kai &iafe 10 Svouo Numedpog. O
gvhoynuévog Nikneopog Lodoe v povoryikr] Con
LéE aonpn doknon Kol Teleio vToKon.

Kovtd otov matépa AvOyo, 6 Omoiog
apyotepa. aveknpvuydn Ayiog, 0 ITatmp Niknedpog
&pBaoce oé peydia pétpa apetiic. ‘Otav ExAelce 10
AoBoxopeio Tiig Xiov, 6 dyrog AvOipog tov Eoteile
otov  Avtikempwcd Xtafud OV  Anvodv  pé
OLGTOTIKY £MGTOAN, OTNV Omoio E&ypoape oTOV
nmatépa Eopévio, va mpocéln «toév Bncavpd moh
00 otédvel N Ilavayio», 0TI &yl TOAAG VA&
oeeAndf] and avtov. Exel 0 dotoc Niknedpog
népace 6A0 O vmdhowmo ti¢ {wiic Tov. O matyp
Evpéviog v povTice pé moAn dydmn kai tov eiye
®¢ mvevpoTikd tov matépa. “Eva Ppddv, apod
étoipace Tov 6610 Nikneopo, mtijye va kotun o).

Elye Spoc pé dvnovyio pimog 8év Ekkeioe
™v ocouna. Emotpépel 616 KeEAAGKL, Gvoiyel TV
noptTa oryd-oryd yid va pnv tov Eumvhon. Tote
PAEmEL pmpootd Tov TOV Aylo va aimpiiton Emg Eva
HETPO Ao TO E60pOG PE TA YEPLO DY®UEVO Kol VA
nwpocevyetal. TO Tpdomnd tov 6€ Elaune LIEP TOV
HAMov.

O Ocwog IMamp Muedv  Numedpog
gxounon otig 4 Tavovapiov 1964, npo-tapapovn
TV Oeopaveiov. Oadpoto €netédece NON KATd
™mv odpkewn Thg (ofic tov, kol &mtedel TOAD
nmeplocdTEP HETA Bdvatov, dmmg 16 OpoAoYyoDV
molhol avBpwmol, ol Omoiot evepyetOnkay Amd
avtov. To Oikovpeviko Tlatplapyeio, pHé Luvootkn
[Tpd&n tic 3ng Aekepfpiov 100 2012, xotétoase
6V ‘Oc1o Nikneopo tov Aenpod tév Oavpatovpyd
016 Ayoroyo tiig OpBoddéov Exxkinoiog pog.

% HOLY CROSS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
¥ WHITESTONE, NY

& FELLOWSHIP

BEGINNING
JANUARY 9, 2024

KaBe Tpitn otov Iepd Nad tou Tiyiou Ztaupol
Mehetn tnc Aylag Mpagnc ota AyyAka 7up

KaBe Népntn otov Iepd Naod tou Tiyiou Ztauvpou
MapakAnon tne Mavaylag 11my & KAQE e TOV .
NikoAao otn atbouoa tou NaoU apeowe petd

Every Tuesday at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church
Bible Study in English 6pm

Every Thursday at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church
Paraklesis of the Panagia for health 11am
followed by coffee with Fr. Nicholas in our church hall



% ;%: The Ladies’ Philoptochos of Holy Cross Whitestone
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January 14, 2024 P 4
after Liturgy — —
RSVP
Admission }g 3%: Patty Lampropoulos | (718) 08-9398
Regular | Children 3}145 Dina Laskaris | (917) 309-0884
$30.00 $15.00 Voula Paxinos ' (347) 368-9156



